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poverty north and south in consequence but I have settled it in my
mind, that it is better to meet the Crisis now, than defer it for our
children.
"That all this will be ended in the bloodiest war that ever deluged
any Country I have no doubt.
"Talk of a peaceful Revolution is out of the question. ... It will be
blood against blood. Kin against kin, brave against brave. It is useless
for men of either section to boast of bravery or attempt to depreciate
or disparage the other.
"We know they are all brave. Our blood and theirs are the same. . . .
Our people are putting their houses in order. We know with whom we
have to deal, we intend to act honourably in all things. Our minds are
made up. All classes of our citizens understand what they have to do
and there is but one feeling throughout the south as to the great
point."86
The question remained: Was secession the wish of other southern
states besides South Carolina? The elections of the Christmas season
would give some further revelation. One thing was sure; the leaders
of the northern Democracy in the administration and in Congress thus
far had failed completely to arrest the advance of secession.